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ScienceDirect
journal homepage: www.j fma-onl ine.comLETTER TO THE EDITORPrevalence of Helicobacter pylori infection in
Lanyu islandTo the Editor,
The report on the “prevalence of Helicobacter pylori in
Lanyu Island” is very interesting.1 Chen et al reported a
high prevalence of Helicobacter pylori infection and noted
that “when investigating H. pylori infection status in a
closed environment, such as Lanyu Island, it is important to
consider all factors relating to the host population,
including environment and lifestyle.”1 However, there are
some concerns on this report. There is no doubt that the
environmental and social factors must be considered while
interpreting the epidemiological data of medical disorders
in any settings, irrespective of whether they are closed or
not. The important concern here is that there might be no
completely closed community because of the availability of
a good transportation system in present-day situations.
Lanyu Island, the famous magma island in Taiwan, is a
popular tourist attraction and has a good transportation
system. In addition, the 13C urea breath test should be
carried out to identify the prevalence of infections. How-
ever, this test has low sensitivity, and therefore, might not
be a good diagnostic tool for assessing the prevalence of H.
pylori infection.2 In addition, dyspepsia and antisecretory
drugs can result in a false-negative result when applying
the 13C urea breath test.3Conflicts of interest: The author declares no conflicts of
interest.
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